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Abstract. Electron transport in semiconductor quantum wires with parabolic confined
potentials is considered. Non-Markovian Langevin-like equations are derived. A correspondence
between the equations obtained and the balance equations for the non-equilibrium steady state is
recognized. It is shown that at high temperature the electron mobility remains almost unchanged
with increasing temperature. This is due to thermal fluctuations which affect the energy-loss
rate via electron—phonon scattering.

1. Introduction

Electron transport in one-dimensional (1D) and quasi-one-dimensional (Q1D) semiconductor
structures has attracted considerable attention over recent years. Early motivation was
provided by the suggestion that at low temperatures, when the Fermi surface is sharply
defined, the elastic impurity scattering will be drastically reduced [1]. In practice, there
are many features inhibiting the experimental verification of this prediction. For example,
the interface quality and the influence of contacts should be mentioned. Also, at low
temperatures a Luttinger liquid [2, 3] forms, which can change the transport characteristics.
However, quantum wires with very high electron mobility can be fabricated on the basis of
extremely pure GaAs/AlGaAs heterojunctions, where the effect of impurity on the electron
transport is strongly suppressed.

In the present work we study the dissipative electron transport in quantum wires by
means of microscopic theory proposed in [4-6]. We choose polar optical phonons as a
dissipative environment, because the interaction with these phonons is the basic mechanism
of scattering in the polar semiconductors from which quantum wires are usually produced.
The confined potential is assumed to be parabolic, which is very attractive from the
theoretical viewpoint, since it allows many properties to be calculated in a rigorous and
analytical fashion [7—10]. For instance, carriers confined in a parabolic potential with width
W and heightA; only absorb light at the bare harmonic oscillator frequency defined as
wo = (8A1/mW?)Y2 wherem is the effective electron mass [7]. Such potentials can be
realized experimentally by means of molecular-beam epitaxy [11, 12]. The presence of a
confined potential is neglected as far as the phonons are concerned. Recent calculations
of electron—optical phonon interactions based on a microscopic description of the phonons
show that the assumption of unmodified bulk phonon modes provides reasonable results for
the total scattering rates in GaAs/AlAs quantum wells and wires [13].

We obtain non-Markovian Langevin-like equations by means of which a unified analysis
of the kinetics and fluctuations in the systems of interest is possible. These equations provide
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the way for wide-ranging investigations of the electron transport and noise in quantum wires.
We show that in the steady state the equations obtained describe the balances of the force
and energy as well as is usually achieved on the basis of the Boltzmann equations [14] or
the Lei-Ting approach [15, 16]. In the present work we concentrate on the temperature
dependence of the linear electron mobility. This dependence was analysed in [16] in a
very sophisticated fashion. It was shown that at high lattice temperatures the electron
mobility is lower than in bulk materials. The advantage of our approach in comparison
to that of Lei and Ting is the taking into account of the fluctuation effects. These effects
are very important for 1D systems. For example, if they are included the polarizability
becomes free of divergence and convenient for calculations [17]. In our case we show that
fluctuations modify the matrix element of the electron—phonon interaction, which changes
the temperature dependence of the electron mobility drastically.

As may be expected, in the initial interval, increasing of the lattice temperature is
accompanied by decreasing of the electron mobility, because the number of phonons in
each mode interacting with electrons, and, therefore, the energy-loss rate via electron—
phonon scattering increase. However, the space scale connected with thermal fluctuations
in the transverse degree of freedom increases as well. This leads to the suppression of
the interaction with the phonon modes with small lengths (or large wave vectors) after
ensemble averaging. These two effects compete, which gives rise to a horizontal region
in the temperature dependence of the electron mobility at high temperature. We find the
temperature dependences at different frequencies of the confined potential, and also show
that the electron mobility is higher at smaller frequencies, in agreement with the results
of [16].

2. Equations

Let the Hamiltonian of the system under study be written in the form

H = HO + HT + Him (1)
where
_ PP mag(x* +y?)
T 2m 2
is the Hamiltonian of an electron driven by the electric field alongztais and confined
by the parabolic potential in the lateral plané; is the thermal bath Hamiltonian arfd,,

describes the interaction of an electron with the dissipative environment. For the case of
polar optical phonons this term has the form

Hin(r, 1) = =LY " 0u(t) explik - v (1))
k

Hy —eEz (2)

ZJTEQO
L3k*

1/2 i . .
) Y et — bt e ) ®3)
k

where Y«* = 1/k — 1/k0, Wherek,, andkg are the hf and static permittivities of a crystal,
respectively, and.® is its volume i€ is an optical phonon energy, amd (1) and b, are
the creation and annihilation operators for phonons.

According to the microscopic theory proposed in [4—6], we can obtain the following
non-Markovian Langevin-like equations:

1 i .
(1) — — > ik, | diy | Mi(z, 1) [T, e ]
O s 4 z/ 1( k( l)h[ ]
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1 ikr@) ik ¢
+§0k(l,f1)§[e , € Y14 :ZE+EZO) (4)

1 i ;
. 2 . ik-r(t) o—ik-r(t1)
1) + t) — —= 1k, cosux dr M (t, t1)=]€ , e _
Fi(t) wo'l() JE Ek L / 1 ( x( 1)/’1[ ]

1. .
+ oute, 1) S[eF7, e"“'”%) =&.(1) ®)
wherer? = r2+r2, k3 = k? 4+ k3, a is the angle between, andk,, [...,...]_ and
[...,...]+ indicate a commutator and an anticommutator, respectively,(andindicates

a thermal averagingy (¢, t1) and M (¢, t;) are a linear response function and a correlation
function of the unperturbed thermal bath variables, respectively. For the case of polar
optical phonons we find [6]

A7 Q€ .

() = o ST (7) ()
270 7%

Mk(f) = W COXQOT) Cothﬁ. (7)

Here T is the lattice temperature andz) is a unit step function.

Fluctuation sources obtained from microscopic considerations have exact forms [4],
which makes the calculation of correlation functions of any order possible. For example,
the second correlator gf has the following form for the case of weak electron—environment
coupling [6]:

1 1 k2 ) )
<5[sz (1), & (r1>]+> =—3 ; - (Mi(t, ) ([eF 0, e k], )

+ Ri(t. ) ([T, e F L)), (8)
Here
Ry (1) = M Sin(QpT). 9)
ik2kc*

In deriving equations (4), (5), and (8) we have taken into account the influence of an
electron on the heat bath, and the fact that the statistics of the unperturbed heat bath variables
is Gaussian [4]. The latter assumption is valid if we neglect phonon anharmonicity.

Our prime interest here is in the electron transport alongztlagis. Separating in
equation (4) the meary) and fluctuation %) parts, we obtain

mz(t) = ¢E — G(2) (10)
2(0) + / dry ¥ (t — 11)Z(11) = &,(1). (11)

Equation (10) presents Newton’s second law, whg(g) is a friction force. Equation
(11) is the generalized non-Markovian Langevin equation. Going to a Fourier transform,
we find the expression for the velocity fluctuation spectrum:

K (w)
@? + y ()
where K, (w) is the spectral density of fluctuation sources:

<%[Vz<w>, Vz<0>]+> = (12)

o0 ) 1
K.(w) = / dr éwf<§[sz<0>,sz<r>]+>. (13)
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It should be noticed that both the fluctuation source and the damping coefficient in
the Langevin equation, as well as the friction force, are obtained from the microscopic
considerations of the electron—phonon interaction. The concrete forms of these values will
be found in the next section for the non-equilibrium steady state.

3. Steady-state transport

In this section we consider the non-equilibrium steady state when the electron has a fixed
drift velocity V,; and a fixed level of velocity fluctuationg? = (‘722) along thez-axis (or a

fixed electron temperaturE = mV;?) due to the thermalization process. The drift velocity
can be found from equation (10) rewritten for the steady state as

G(V;) =eE (14)
where the friction forceG(V,) is

1 ZQ kp kp 1 00 ) E -1
G(Vy) = - ¢ O/ ky dk, dk, —e"‘iRZZI, @kl ((gjnh 220
227 Vr k* Jo 0 k? = wp 2T

h<Q hawg (wr; — k; Vg + Q0+ la)o)2
coth—— +1)(exp} —1; [ expy —
X(( or " )( p{ZT }( p{ 22V

(wp; + k. Vg + Qo+ la)o)2
- &Xp - 212
A2V 2
hao (rz — k:Va + Qo — l)?
expt ———I | expy —
R }< p{ 22V
(@kz + k- Vi + Qo — lwo)?
— expl— 5>
%2V

+

hQ2 2 -~k Vi — Qo + lwg)?
COth—o — 1) exp ﬂl expl — (@ :Va o0+ lwo)
2T 21 2A2V2

k,Vy — Qo + lwp)?
B exp{_(wkz+ Va 2o-l— o) })
2k2V2
hao (wkv_kzvd_QO_le)z}
+ expy ——I | expl ——
p{ 2T }( p{ 2%2V2

PSR
_eXp{_(wkmLkz‘;;CgV?O lwo) })))) (15)

Herew = hk? /2m, wy, = hk2/2m, R*> = (h/2mao) coth(hawo/2T), andt =t — 11, and
the I;(x) are the modified Bessel functions. The calculation of this expression is presented
in the appendix.
For the case of weak electron—phonon coupling, the dispersion of the electron velocity
fluctuations is obtained as follows [6]:
, K0
2y
where the expressions faf,(0) andy,(0) are presented in the appendix as well.
To gain a better understanding and to compare with standard approaches, we rewrite
equation (16) as an energy balance equation:

PE = Pph + Pusc (17)

(16)
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where
Pr=eEV, =GV V,

is an energy supplied by the external force,

exp{—k2 R?)

_ daNv, 21 2neh Y 1
= T Ve,

00 7= -1 b
x Z I { % (sinh%) } <(No +1) <exp{ }%l}

1=0
—k.V, Q lwg)?
y <exp{_(wkz 2 Va + Qo + lwo) }

2k2VE
(wkz + kz Va+ Qo+ lCL)O)z })
+ expl —
P 2k2V?
hao (wrz — k:Va + Qo — lw)?
expy ———I | expy — :
+ o] 1 (o -
(wkz+szd+Qo—lwo)2}))
+ expy —
P 2k2V 2
hao (wkz—szd—Qo+la)o)2}
— Nolexpd —1¢| expy —
°< p{ 2T }( p{ %2V
k,Vy — Qo + lwp)?
+ exp (or; +k:Va 2o-l— o) })
2%2V2
hao (wrz — k. Vy — Qo — lwg)?
expy ———I [ exp{ — =
R T }( p{ 2%2V2
k.V; — Qo — lwg)?
+ exp  (onz +k:Va 20 wo) })))
2%2V2

is an energy loss rate via electron—phonon scattering, and
27 2n€’hQ2 1
Poe =) Tz Tt
— h k*k* /27hk Vp

o o (. hao\ T hiwo
;(hle)Il{w_o(&nhﬁ) }((No—i-l)(exp{ﬁ[}

(exp{_ (wr; — k; Vg + Q0 + le)z}

exp{—k3 R?)

X

X
2k2VE
k. Vg + Qo + lawg)?
+ exp _(op +k; d+20+ o) })
2K2V2
hawo (wr; — k, Vg + Qo — la)o)2
— expl ———1¢| exp} — =
P\~ 2r }( p{ 2%2V2
k.V, Qo — lwg)?
+ exp (o +k; d+20 wo) }))
2A2V2

hay (or; — k. Vg — Qo + lwg)?
+ No (exp{ —l} (exp{ -
2T 2kZ2VT2
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k.V;—Q lwg)?
+ exp  (onz +k:Va 20+ wo) })
2A2V2
ox Ewol ox (ke — k:Va — Qo — L) ?
P\ =2 '\ &P 222
(wp; +k, Vg — Q0 — la)o)2 })))
+ expy ——— 20
P 2k2V 2 (20)

is an energy transferred to the transverse degrees of freedom. Here
No = (exp{h0/T} — D+

is an equilibrium phonon distribution function.
As may be seen from these expressions, if we neglect fluctuat/lﬁns 0, then

1 p{ (wr; £+ k. V; £ Qo £ lwg)?
——— eXpy — 2
N2 hk, Vr 2k2v;
i.e. the electron—phonon interaction is described by the well-known Fermi ‘golden rule’ with
the modified matrix element

2 e2 /’_lQ() /’_lkz Ea)o Wi | . f_la)o -1
S(k)|? = exp] ——= coth — ) }7,{ —( sinh— . 21
15| K*k? p{ 2mawq (2T)}l{ a)o< 2T> } (21)
Of special interest is the factor

Esz_ Ea)o
exp{ Pmawp 0 <2T>}

in the modified matrix element. It arises evenlif= 0, i.e. if the phonon emission
(absorption) is not attended by transfers between the oscillator levels. This factor is due
to ensemble averaging, which suppresses the interaction with phonon modes with large
transverse wave vectors, i.e. with wavelengths much less than the root mean square of the
transverse coordinate fluctuations.

The balance equations derived look like that obtained from the Boltzmann equations
[14] or from the Lei-Ting approach [15]. However, if thermal fluctuations are taken
into consideration, this affects the transport characteristics of quantum wires significantly.
Longitudinal fluctuations smear oudtfunctions while transverse fluctuations modify the
matrix element of the electron—phonon interaction.

It is interesting to note that in the above expressions the terms corresponding to the
excitation of the transverse degrees of freedom are multiplied by the factfrlexp2T }
and the terms corresponding to the damping of the transverse degrees of freedom are
multiplied by the factor exp-hlwo/2T}. The conditionVZ = T/m is fuffilled for the
equilibrium casgV; = 0) due to these factors.

} — 5(Ea)k: + Ekz Vd + EQO + Ela)o)

4. Results and discussion

In the previous section we have derived equations describing steady-state transport in
semiconductor quantum wires with parabolic confined potentials. The detailed analysis of
these equations will be very interesting, but in the present work we concentrate on the study
of the temperature dependence of the electron mobility. The weak-field regime is considered,
so that the linear mobilityt = V,;/E describes the electron transport completely. Solving
equations (14) and (16) self-consistently, we have founds a function of the lattice
temperature’. This dependence is presented in figure 1 for the drift velogjty= 0.01Vp,
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Figure 1. The temperature dependences of the linear electron mobility at different frequencies of
the confined potential. The temperature is normalize@yte- 408 K, and the electron mobility
is normalized toup = 836 cn? V-1 s1.

whereVy = (hQo/2m)Y?. The temperature is normalized Top = 7o/ ks, and the electron
mobility is normalized touo = Vo/Eo, WhereeEq = A(mhQ3/7)Y/?, and

P e2 ZI’HQO 12
- 2c*h Qo h

is the constant of the electron—phonon interaction. If the quantum wire under study is
fabricated on the basis of a GaAs/AlAs heterojunction, thes= 0.067m,., To = 408 K,

1/k* = 0.0069, » = 0.069 « 1, Eg = 6560 V cnt?!, Vo = 2.2 x 10’ cm s'%, and

po =836 cnt V-1 sL,

The solid line represents the typical experimental situation, where the parabolic potential
has the widthW = 4 x 10™° cm and the height\; = 150 meV, which gives the value
wo = (8A1/mW?2 =14 x 1018 sL,

One can see that increasing of the temperature is accompanied by decreasing of the
linear mobility over the initial interval, and that subsequently the curve flattens out. This
horizontal region is caused by the competition of two effects. Increasing of the temperature
leads to increasing of the phonon number in each mode interacting with the electron, and
meanwhile leads to increasing of the variance of the transverse coordinate fluctuations
R? = (h/2mwo) coth(hwo/2T). These fluctuations suppress the interaction with the phonon
modes with small wavelengths as a result of ensemble averaging. The first effect increases
the energy-loss rate via electron—phonon scattering, while the second one decreases this
rate.

To compare our results with those of Wang and Lei [16], we also present the temperature
dependence of the electron mobility for another frequency of the confined potential (the
dashed line). As may be seen, the smaller the confined frequency, the larger the electron
mobility, which is in agreement with the conclusions of [16].

In closing, it cannot be too highly stressed that fluctuation effects are of fundamental
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importance in the physics of semiconductor nanostructures. It may be safely asserted that
a better understanding will be gained if they are taken into consideration.
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Appendix. Calculation of the expressions for the friction force, the damping
coefficient, and the spectral density of the fluctuation sources

To calculate these expressions, we assume that the non-Markovian equations (4) and (5)
have a some scale of time non-locality and neglect the relaxation and the influence of
fluctuation sources in the time period around In this case the time evolution of the
coordinate operators is described by the following expressions:

z(t) = z(ty) + Va(1)(t — 1) (A1)
ri(t) =ri(t1) coSwo(t — t1) + Vlw—(tl) Sinwg(t — t7). (A2)
0

We use the Baker—Hausdorff formula

2
Sl
and the following formulae for the commutataifsA, »]_ = [B, a]_ = 0):

e kT dkr® — exnfik - (r(r) — r(n))} exp{ r(n), r(t)]_}

(4B, ab]_ = (A a] [B.b]. +[A,al,[B,5])

[AB,abl, = (A, al 1B, B]. +1A,al [B,5] ).

As a result we obtain the expressions for the commutator and anticommutator:

7.2 7.2
[explik - 7(1)}, exp{—ik - r(1)}]+ = (cos(%r) cos(z}::lCL sinwor>

o
— sin(%r) sin(jfio sinwor))Al(t, A, (2, 1) (A3)
[explik - r(2)}, expl—ik - r(t1)}] - = Tz(co %r) sin(zi_l:go sinw0r>
+ sin(}_;l:;2 r) cos(jfio sinwor)>AL(t, 1A, (t, 1). (A4)

Heret =t — 14,
AL(t, 1) =expliky - (ro(t) —ri(t))}
A (1, 11) = explik; (z(1) — z(1)}.
We separate the functions, (¢, 1) and A, (¢, t;) into mean and fluctuation parts:

Ai(t,t)) = AL(t,11) + AL(t, 1)
AZ(t’ tl) = Az(t9 tl) + AZ(ta t]_)
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The functionA,(z, r1) may be written as

A (t, 1) = explik, VyT}Oy. (k,, T)
where

Oy, (k,, 7) = (explik,V,7)})

is a generating function for velocity fluctuations along thaxis. If the velocity fluctuations
are Gaussian, this function has the form

2
Oy.(k;, T) = exp{—k—szthz}. (A5)
Thus
_ k2
A1, 1) = exp{ikzvdt}exp{—évfrz} (AB)
A (t, 1) = ik (z(t) — z(t) A (t, 1). (A7)

The validity of the Gaussian approximation was discussed in [6]. At least for the case of
a weak electric field when the current-voltage characteristic is ohmic we can assume the
velocity fluctuation to be Gaussian without serious consequences. It is evident that

W2
EAZS
Let us next consider the motion in the lateral plane. We separate into mean

(71 ()) and fluctuation(r (¢)) parts. The amplitude of the oscillation will be considered
to be small, and we can expand the function{gkp - (7, (r) — 71 (t1))}:

Te

. _ _ . _ SiNwoT -
expliky - (r (1) —ri(n)}=1+1k, - <(1 — COSwoT)T, + ” 0 VL)
0
In the case of Gaussian fluctuations we can write

. . . k2 - - ~
(expliky - (TL(1) — 7L (1)}) = exp{—%((rL(t)) + (FL () — ([FL (), M(h)h))}-
(A8)

The non-equilibrium state in the lateral plane is induced by the non-linearity of the
electron—environment interaction. Because of this, in the case of weak coupling and a weak
field the transverse motion in the time period arounthay be considered to be equilibrium
motion. Therefore, we can find the correlator of the coordinate fluctuations by means of
the linear fluctuation-dissipation theorem:

1
<§[FL(I),FL(I1)]+> = RZCOSC()()‘L' (A9)

where

Here T is a temperature of the thermal bath. Finally we obtain

SiNwgt

ALt 1) = (1 + ik, cosu <(1 — COSwoT)F | + VL)) exp{—k? R?(1 — coswot)}.

(A10)
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To ease the calculation, we rewrite the equations as follows:
hk? hk3 hio
co Sinwot ) ex COSwoT coth—
S(2’"(00 “o ) p{meo ° 2T
Ea)o -1
sinh—-
()

“l (%) |2z

=1

how
x COYlwoT) cos!—(z—ol) (A11)
sin Eki sin ex Rig COSw coth
2mawg @ot 2mwo ot 2T
< (hk? [ W (T
22 I,{ L ( mh%) }sm(lwor)smh(%o (A12)

where thel,{x} are modified Bessel functions.

Substituting the commutators and the functignér), M, (), and R, () into equations
(4) and (5) and integrating with respect t9 we finally obtain the expressions for the
friction force G(V,) (15) as well as for the damping coefficient and the spectral density of
fluctuation sources at zero frequengy0) and K (0), respectively:

1 EEZQO kp 1 2 p2 o ha)o !
K. (O k, dk k, dk, —e iR I,{ —( sinh—
z( ) = 2«/_VT ZK* / L J_/(; Z Z k2 Z l{ w0 < ZT) }

=0

hawg (wp; —k, Vg + Q0+ la)o)2
'S0 | 4 — e
g ((Co o * )(exp{ 27 }(exp{ 22V2 }

(@k: + k- Vi + Qo + lwp)? })
+ expd — -
P 2k2V?
hao (wr: — k; Vg + Qo — lwg)?
expy ———I [ exp} — :
+ o] 1 (on -
.+ k. Vi 4+ Qo — lwg)?
+ exp  (wnz -k d+20 o) }))
ZkZ?VT

h<0o hao (wr: — k:Va — Qo + lwg)?
+ ((cothﬁ — 1) (exp{ ﬁl} <exp{ — 2k§ VTZ

.+ k. Vi — Q0 + lwg)?
+ exp (op; +k:Va 2o-l— o) })
2%2V2
hao (wrz — k. Vy — Qo — lwg)?
expl — =21 - :
N T }( p{ 22V
(0k: + k. Vs — Qo — lwp)? })))
expy — Al3

1 eZQo kp kp 1 2 Wy hwo -1
0)=———— k, dk dk, —>€ KR ;3 — | sinh—
7O =3 a3 mK*/o : l/o kA2 ,; ’{wo< 2T> }

EQO Ea)o
X ((cothﬁ + 1) (exp{ ﬁl}

X <(a)kz —k, Vg + Q0+ lwo) exp{—

(wre — k. Vi + Q0o + lwp)? }
2k2V?
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Wiz + k. Va + Qo + lwo)?
+ (wkz+szd+QO+lw0)eXp{_( R g v })

2k2V?
ho
+ exp{—Z—TOl} ((a)kz —k,Vy + Q0 — Lax)

p{ (wz — k; Vg + Q0 — lwo)z}
X expl —
2k2VE

+ (Wi + k. Va + Q0 — lwo) exp{ -

EQO Ea)o
+ ((cothﬁ — 1) (exp{ ﬁl }

X <(a)kz —k, Vi — Qo+ lwo) exp{—

(wiz + k; Vi + Q0 — le)z }))
2k2V?

(0k: — k:Vy — Qo + lwp)?
2k2V? }

(wp; +k, Vg — Q0+ la)o)2
2k2V? })

+ (Wi + k. Vg — Q0 + lwo) EXP{—

]’la)o
+ exp _ﬁl (wkz - kzvd — Qo — lwo)
_ o 2
y exp{— (wi; — k; Vg — Qo — lawo) }
2k2V2

(wrz + k:Va — Qo — lw)? })))
+ + k. V;—Qo—1 expy — .
(o + k. Vy 0 — lwo) p{ 242V

(A14)
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